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have to administer the law, if we wish to be
sure of carrying out our reforms. Circum-
stances mold men, to be sure, but it is no
less true that men mold circumstances.

Consider briefly the type of men that we
actually have in our government in the United
States. Our newspapers, and in many cases
our orators, who favor reforms, speak bitterly
in depreciation of the character of our public
officials. On the whole, however, our govern-
ment, both federal and state, is composed of
able men, much abler than the average citi-
zen. Although there are some among them
who are weaker, both mentally and morally,
than the best private citizen, we shall find that,
on the average, they are conscientious men who
fill their official posts, under the circumstances,
as best in their own judgment they can.

A gentleman of wide experience in public
life, who has held important governmental
positions and who is familiar with legislative
bodies as well as with college faculties, has lately
said that he thought that the average member
of Congress was fully as moral and fully as able
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